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The religion of the Sont&ls is a coarse naturalism. Wooden beams, squared
and painted with red ochre, supporting a sort of rough lingarn, are their idols;
they offer up sacrifices of buffaloes, and more frequently still of goats. The
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priest, or sacrificer, strikes off the head of the animal with a single blow of a long
knife, and then sprinkles the idol and the people present -with, the blood of the
victim. At the entrance to the villages and near their idols, they raise light
platforms of bamboo, on which they place trophies of the animals of the forest.